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ARREEY
Status and Outlook of Taiwan’s Paper Industry
Yu-Chang Su*

The author reviews the statistics of Taiwan’s paper industry, pointing out although pulp production is minute, and the paper
and board industry ranked 16 in production and 13" in consumption in the world. The industry is predominantly packaging
grades oriented. Over the years, the industry has aggregated in scales and reduced the number of mills. The industry is
facing the problems of limited market, exodus of producers and oversupply, coupled with high environmental protection costs,
high land and labor costs and insufficient water supply. Various strategies to enhance competitiveness of the industry and to
cope with WTO entry has been offered by the author, which include vertical and horizontal integration of mills, strategic
alliance with foreign producers, e-business, mill certifications and accreditations, and active anti-dumping actions etc. The

author also provides SWOT analysis of the industry that provide guidance to the future directions of the paper industry.
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% 1. THE WORLD’S TOP 30 PRODUCERS AND CONSUMERS 2000 (1,000 tonnes)

P & B production 2000 P & B consumption 2000
1.US 85,495 1.US 92,365
2.Japan 31,828 2.China, People’s Rep. 36,277
3.China, People’s Rep. 30,900 3.Japan 31,736
4.Canada 20,689 4.Gemany 19,112
5.Gemany 18,182 5.United Kingdom 12,864
6.Finland 13,509 6.France 11,376
9.Korea, Rep. of 9,308 9.Korea, Rep. of 7,385
12.Indonesia 6,935 12.Mexico 5,309
13.United Kingdom 6,601 13.Taiwan 5,110
14.Russia 5,239 14.Netherlands 4,367
16.Taiwan 4,500 16.Indonesia 3911
22.Thailand 2,466 22. Poland 2,310
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1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001
GDP* 7678126 8328720 8938967 9289929 9633388 9529911
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