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Biology, Ecology and Usage of Big-leaf Mahogany

Fong-Long Feng, Kai-Ling Chang and Jun-Yuan Chang

Department of Forestry, National Chung Hsing University, Taichung, Taiiwan 402, R.O.C.

Abstract

Big-leaf mahogany (Swietenia macrophylla King) got an important position
in tropical timber market. The original growth place of this mahogany is located in
Central America. For rare regeneration, Big-leaf mahogany were set in the name list
in CITES Appendix II(Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of
Wild Fauna and Flora, CITES). The sustainable management of big-leaf mahogany
is become the key issue in forestry. We need to study the biology, ecology and social
economics of this species for sustainable forest management. The aim of this case
study is to describe the biology, ecology and usage of this mahogany which including
name resource distribution, tree status, characteristic, planting purpose and woody
quality in Taiwan. These information could be used to the conservation and sustainable
management of big-leaf mahogany.

Key words: big-leaf mahogany, sustainable management
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